
   We have just entered into the season of Lent this year, all starting with Ash 

   Wednesday on March 1
st
, where we celebrated together in worship.  I often say 

      that Ash Wednesday is one of my favorite liturgical holidays. I find the Ash 

         Wednesday liturgy so meaningful because, even if I find myself not ready to 

    enter into the season of Lent for whatever reason, those words spoken 

as we are marked with ash give me some comfort: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 

shall return.”  Combine that with the overall message of soberness and repentance that is the    

message of that day; you’re reminded of the brevity of life, and the weight your relationship with God 

carries, given the fleeting and relatively insignificant nature of our earthly existence when compared 

to the grand scheme of all things.  

While many may take issue with the claim that our lives are insignificant, I cling to that thought      

instead of the horrific idea that the burdens of stress, depression, and feelings of inadequacy may 

really matter in the long run.  I cling to the hope that those things don't really matter, and that my  

petty human worries will, at the end of my days, seem like specks of dust in the vast expanse of   

infinite time and space.  The writer of Ecclesiastes seems to understand this line of thinking,              

asserting that “everything is hebel” in the original Hebrew where as our Bible translates it as 

“everything is pointless” and others say “everything is meaningless.”  A more accurate translation 

than either, though, is vapor or dust.  Everything is vapor.  All we are is dust in the wind, as the song 

says. 

I’m, in no way, saying that our lives don’t matter.  I don’t think that your life is insignificant.  Rather, 

what I am saying is that even though it may appear that our struggles are so small compared to the 

grand scheme of things, they do matter.  They absolutely do.  However, there is something much 

greater and much more powerful that is able to overcome them all and make them look like dust. 

Let me explain.  I remember when I was first learning about space and the cosmos in grade school.  

Having learned just how vast the universe is, and how small even our whole galaxy is in comparison 

to all of space, I looked up at the sky with a new perspective.  Distressed over whatever bully was 

causing me trouble at the time, I cried out to God, and yet at the same time thought, “Why should my 

problems matter?  If the Milky Way is but a speck, how small is Earth, and how much smaller is my 

own aching heart?” 

Yet, in the midst of that existential realization, I believed, no, I knew that God still cared.  No matter 

how small I am, in the end, no matter how small my life might be compared to the entirety of the          

universe and everything in it, God cared for me, loved me, and saved me.  And when I realized that 

amazing fact, I knew that in comparison to that great and eternal love my problems here are only 

temporary, only passing. That does not make them any less impactful or hurtful or stressing here in 

the midst of them.  However, my problems are but a speck of dust in this great big universe of ours 

no match for the overwhelming, bigger than the universe itself, all encompassing, love of God.  The 

worst of things is never the last of things. 

Sometimes we may view ourselves as specks of dust: worthless and small and tiny in the grand 

scheme of things.  We may even let that idea keep us from lifting up our prayers and petitions to 

God because we worry they may seem too small or petty for God to worry about.  Sometimes the 

opposite is true: our problems can seem so big that we don’t lift them up to God because we doubt 

that even God can or will do anything about them. 

The point of the all this, the point of the resurrection, is that even though we may seem small, to God 

we are huge.  Even though our worries might sometimes feel petty or insignificant, God sent the Son 

so that we could have direct access to the divine here on earth.  And when the trials we face in life 

seem huge and overwhelming, unconquerable and undefeatable, compared to the power of God, 

they are but a speck.  God came and made God’s home among us.  The Word dwelt among us, full 

of grace and truth.  God moved heaven and earth so that dust like you and I could be set free, could 

be redeemed, could be saved. 

And so, yes, I, for one, feel lucky to be dust. 

Bryan’s Blurb 

Blessings & Peace, 

Rev. Bryan Schaefer 



It has been a short winter.  Our weather, while even shocking us, has been typical Missouri 
weather.  Wait a hour or so and it will change.   
Pastor Bryan will be once again offering a Safe Sanctuaries training for those who wish to be          
involved with the children in anyway only on our local level here at Maple Church.  This will be held 

on April 22nd (Saturday).  More information will be coming closer to the time of the            
training.  This lasts about 4 hours.   
Our SMALL GROUPS on Sunday are still meeting.  If you have missed coming to your          
Sunday small group, the teachers have missed you.   Please come and let us see your   
special faces.  The prayer group has been meeting and utilizing a book with John Wesley’s 

thoughts on prayer. It has been a revealing book.  The prayer group has added more prayers to our list of prayers that 
we do together.  Please pray the following prayer for the next month (PRAYER FOR 2017):   
Heavenly Father, we desperately need you. Daily, we choose social media over reading our Bible. We starve our prayer 
life and feed our pride. We all fall short of your glory, yet you love us just the same!  Your unconditional love is              
amazing.  Thank you for allowing Jesus to pay for our sin in full. Our debt is paid and Jesus’s blood has provided a way 
for us to be redeemed. 
May 2017 be a year of personal revival in the hearts of your children. May we experience you in a fervent way through 
the reading of your Word and the fellowship of a renewed prayer life. 
May we not get sucked into fighting the battles, but let you fight them for us. May we trust you for the best for our lives, 
instead of trying to write our own story.  Give us strength and wisdom to face any unforeseeable hurt and pain.  May we 
not grow bitter against you because of it. 
Let us reach out to the widow and the orphan. Help us to have a heart for giving to the needy and forgotten. We thank 
you for our service men and women and their families, who sacrifice so much for our freedom. 
You are the light that will cut through the darkest of nights. May we choose to obediently follow you and say, “As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Strengthen our marriages. Bring wayward spouses home. Convict the prodigal 
children to return to your feast of abundant living. May our children see you in our everyday lives through the tenderness 
we share.  May we yell a whole lot less, and give life-giving words instead. 
We want to thank and praise you for all you’ve done in 2016. We’ve had our share of trials, but we’ve had our moments 
of pure joy as well.  We wouldn’t be able to feel joy, if we did not feel pain. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen 
 

The ladies Monday night group will begin meeting on 3/13/17 at 6:00.  The book we will be utilizing in our study is by Liz 
Higgs and entitled THE WOMEN OF EASTER.  If you are still interested in attending, please let Sue Batchelor know as 
soon as possible so a book can be obtained for you.   
The men are still studying Paul through 3/9.  Please come and join the men as they study Paul.   
 

MAPLE KIDS MINISTRY:  There will be a church Easter Egg Hunt on the Saturday before Palm Sunday (April 8th) at 
10:00 am.  We will again be collecting candy to stuff eggs.  For newcomers, our church has eggs and we just need          
candy.  There will be a tote to stuff.  Look for the tote about the middle of March.  Egg sized WRAPPED CANDIES are 
what is needed for us to stuff those eggs.  Feel free to bring your children, grandchildren and friends children.   
 

OUTREACH:  We are still collecting pairs of shoes. Thank you for your continued support.  This is for the Shoeman         
ministry.  The FISH pantry count is pending.   The group working with Hope Seeds meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 10:30 AM to 1:30 PM packing seeds.  We meet in the fellowship hall and have fun, fellowship and a light meal for 
lunch.  In February we packed 420 family packs of seeds.  Please join us.  Feed My Starving Children will be packing 
seeds on April 8th.  We have collected  $367.40 of the goal of $800 that we pledged.  We will also need 20 people to 
sign up and work on April 8th.  Please be in prayer about both. Watch for our sign about goal for Hope Seeds.  We will 
be collecting in the Blessing Basket for this in March.   We also noted that we will be working with Christmas Shoeboxes 
in October.   
 

WITNESS:  After discussion in NOW, it was decided that we will be initiating a program called Adopt a Friend.  These 
are those who have health or other issues that keep them home for a lot of the time.   When you adopt a friend, you 
would need to contact them once a month by visiting, calling and/or sending a card.  You would need to visit them for 
their birthday and around Christmas.  We want them to know that we have not forgotten them.  The sheet for you to sign 
up to be their “Friend” is on the Welcome table.   We will change this once a year.   
Our greeters “greeting” for a month has worked well the first month.  Thank you  Harriet and Larry George for initiating 
this program.   Caleb will be contacting you when it is your turn to greet for the month. Thank you to those who signed 
up.   
 

The Southeast Missouri Mission Team for Henderson Settlement will have a free (donations accepted) yard sale on 
March 25 and will be setting up on 23rd and 24th in the Fellowship Hall.  Please feel free to bring any items that you 
want to donate on Thursday and Friday of that date.   Please do not bring before that date as there is not anywhere 
to store your items.   For more information, please contact Sue Crites and Linda Goodman.   
There will be another Trivia Night in April.  A table is $80 for 5 to 8 participants.  Please sign up a team. See Dennis or 
Julie if you have questions.  Pick up a sign when placed on the table and post it.   
Thank you to Clara Engelmann for a successful Mardi Gras Celebration.  It was a lot of fun.  Decorations and food were 
great.   Games were fun and we found out a lot about those who were there.   
 

ADDITIONAL DATES IN CHURCH LIFE 
FISH FRY—March 31st,2017; May 19th, 2017; July 28th,2017; Sept 29th,2017; Nov 17th, 2017.  
Fifth Sunday Dinners:  April 30th (April Showers bring May Flowers is the theme); July 30 (Christmas in July),    
October 29th (pending theme) and December 31st (fun, fun, fun—New Year)   
HOPE SEEDS:  10:30 AM to 1:30 PM--3rd Tuesday of each month.  Upcoming dates: 3/21/17, 4/18/17, 5/16/17, 6/20/17, 
7/18/17, 8/15/17…………Be there!   
Mother’s Day is May 14th and Father’s Day is June 18th. 
June 9-11 is Annual Conference.  
Thanksgiving dinner for church:  11/19 after church  
November 26th is the Christmas Parade.   
 

A further editorial remark: We need everyone to participate when an activity is sponsored by the church. We need you to 
be there to support the mission and ministry of our church and church family. We have folks putting in a lot of energy and 
effort to organize these events, and when you come and help, you not only make Maple Church look good, but you are 
uplifting to the organizers as well. We know that no one can make every event, but if everyone could come to at least 
half of them, it will be an enormous help to the future of our church family. We need you at the Youth events, and we 
need you at the Fish Frys. Please be in prayer about helping us at as many events as you can. Thank you! 



 

LOYAL AIDERS: Bob Lemons, Frances Brotherton, Ethel Mize, and                              

Dave & Barbara Schaffner 

BIBLE MONKEYS: Sue Batchelor, JJ Dunavan, & Kayden Niswonger 

COOLEST HAMMERHEADS: Alex Niswonger 

YOUTH CLASS: Frank Batchelor 

YOUNG ADULT CLASS: Jesse Dunavan 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PERFECT ATTENDANCE 

Sunday School Classes: February 5-26th, 2017 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

DATE SMALL 

GROUPS 

SERVICE 

2-5 28 61 

2-12 21 63 

2-19 26 53 

2-26 21 75 

AVERAGE 24 63 

AMEN CENTER                  

SUPPLIES NEEDED 

laundry detergent, fabric softener 

(dryer) sheets, body wash (no bar 

soap), shampoo, toothpaste,                     

toothbrushes, toilet tissue, deodorant, 

combs and brushes, ketchup, cleaning 

supplies, paper towels 

WIRED WEDNESDAY 

DATE ATTENDANCE 

2-1 27 

2-8 32 

2-15 25 

2-22 30 

AVERAGE ≈29 

MAPLE UNITED METHODIST MEN’S CLUB 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2017 

8 MEMBERS PRESENT 

                Meeting called to order by Frank. 

Prayer offered by Frank. 

Minutes Read & Approved 

Treasurer’s Report Given 

Old Business                      And Approved 

Report on last Fish & Chicken Fry-Great turnout. Thanks to all workers who came and 

helped. A special thanks to the Dulcimer Group and family members who helped clean 

the tables and the kitchen. 

Trivia Night will be Friday, 2-17-17 at 7:00 PM. 
 

New Business 

Next Fish Fry will be Friday, 3-31-17. Help is requested. 

Meeting Adjourned. 

Submitted, 

Sam Conrad 
Recording Secretary 

Thanks to Bob & Frank for a great Breakfast. 

There is an open invitation to all Men of the Congregation to attend our meetings. 
 

The next Men’s Club Meeting will take place on March 11, 2017 at 7:30 AM 



 

 

 

Verna Bingenheimer 

Eleanor Brown 

Frieda Clark 

Frank Crites 

Lee Fee 

Atlee Fulbright 

Joy Grace 

Adon Mann 

Mildred Miget 

Glema Milligan 

Andy & Carol Mouser 

Mary Pannier 

Wilma Seabaugh 

Zeta Seabaugh 

Howard Thomas 

Adele Townsend 

Pat Uptain 

Wanda Williamson 

Pat (Miller) Williams 

 

FISH PANTRY 

1-16oz. package spaghetti, 1 can              
spaghetti sauce, 1 box instant pudding,          
1 can evaporated milk, 1 box dry milk,            

1 can fruit 

FISH PANTRY 

1 small box Au gratin Potatoes, 1 can 
evaporated milk, 1 can corn, 1 can          
carrots, 1 can fruit, 2 boxes Jell-O 

BIRTHDAYS 
April 1  Jeanne Crites 
April 1  Katie Yancey 
April 6  Abigail Ervin 
April 11  Tim Weatherly 
April 10  Jeremiah Dunavan 
April 12  Phyllis Garstang 
April 12  Diane Grayum 
April 13  Nicholas Campbell 
April 14  John Reilly 
April 17  Dee Jenkins 
April 18  Iona Williams 
April 19  Kegan Summers 
April 21  Emma Dace 
April 23  Robin Conrad 
April 24  Lavonna Biddle 
April 25  Julie Wilson 
April 26  Zachary Marberry 
April 27  Caleb Carter 
April 27  Reyt Middleton 
April 27  Susan Welker 

ANNIVERSARIES 
April 8 Bill & Charlotte Slinkard 
April 20 Frank & Suzanne Batchelor 
April 21 Paul & Karen Marberry 
April 24 Matt & Angie Batchelor 
April 27 Johnie & Brenda Keene 
April 29 Jerry & Terrie Welch 

USHERS  Terry Biddle & 
 Frances Brotherton  

 

WORSHIP  Sue Batchelor 
LEADER 

 

COMMUNION Jesse & Angi Dunavan 
 

GREETERS Richard & Terry Biddle 

BIRTHDAYS 
March 1  Aimee Ticer 
March 1  Ron Wilson 
March 2  Hayley Morton 
March 3  Jackson Batchelor 
March 7  Linda Goodman 
March 7  Diane Taylor 
March 8  Beverly Ervin 
March 9  Chelsea Pannier 
March 10  Earl Rhodes 
March 14  Carol Mouser 
March 16  Chris Inman 
March 19  Sue Pewitt 
March 20  Wanda Williamson 
March 20  Ryaan Biddle 
March 22  Kenneth Grayum 
March 23  Beverly Hagerty 
March 23  Tom Taylor 
March 24  Jim Garstang 
March 27  Isaiah Dunavan 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

March 23     Rev. Bryan & Noelie  
   Schaefer4  
March 30  Blaine & Jamie                        
   Morton 
 

USHERS  Mike & Clara Engelman 
 

WORSHIP  Terry Biddle 
LEADER 

 

COMMUNION Judy Reilly &  
 Jane Schnurbusch 

 

GREETERS Sam & Mildred Conrad 



Your presence is requested for Dinner and Wired 

Wednesday Worship! Dinner begins at 6:00 PM. 

Worship begins at 7:00 PM. This worship is laity 

led. It will be a wonderful time for fellowship and 

mini midweek worship!!! 

 

          NEW DIRECTORIES 

          NOW AVAILABLE 

AT WELCOME CENTER TABLE 

 

WIRED WEDNESDAY 

Starting March 19th up to Easter Sunday, the Day 

Circle will have an Easter tree displayed in the 

church foyer. With each gift to the tree, we will 

placed a beaded cross on the tree. Envelopes will 

be provided for your gifts: “In Memory of” or “In 

Honor of” someone of your choice. The donations 

will go towards the building fund. Please place 

your envelopes in the offering plate or mail it to 

the church office at 2441 Jean Ann Drive. Your 

memorial and/or honorarium will be printed in the 

bulletins.  
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