
   Friends and family,  

   Greetings, grace, and peace from the Maple United Methodist Church.  I give 

   thanks to God for each of you, remembering you in my prayers and giving  

   thanks to God for your life, friendship, and partnership in the gospel of Jesus 

   Christ.  

August is upon us and the long hot days are beginning to take its toll on many.  Also, it seems we 

are surrounded by chaos, crime, and bad news.  In times such as these, it is easy to become      

anxious, overwhelmed, and nervous about the future.  However, in Philippians 4:8, Paul gives us 

several qualities that help to create an environment of peace in times of uncertainty.  He writes, 

ñFinally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, 

whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there 

is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthyðmeditate on these things.ò (NKJV)   

First, Paul tells us to meditate on whatever is true, or on ñtruthfulness.ò  We must remember that not 

everything we hear is true.  Even when we listen to the news, often what we are hearing are              

perspectives and not necessarily truths; therefore, we must be able to separate the truth from the 

different perspectives and concentrate on Godôs Words being the final and only truth we can rely on.  

Next, things that are noble, or ñhonorable.ò  There are a lot of noble and honorable acts and actions 

taking place every day.  Sadly, good news does not get the coverage that bad news gets, but we 

must learn to focus less on the bad and focus more on the noble and honorable deeds.  When we 

allow ourselves to focus less on the bad and more on the noble, we will find our spirits lifted.         

Thirdly, whatever is just.  The word ñjustò in the Greek means, ñright or righteous.ò  It talks of right 

relationships between God and humanity, and right relationships between human beings.  Although 

we may struggle with relationships that are far from perfect, we also should have plenty of good    

relationships to focus on and rejoice in.  In the meantime, we can work on those relationships that 

need to become better.         

Forth, things that are pure.  The word ñpureò means, ñclean, innocent, modest, or perfect.ò  Pure and 

clean thoughts are imperative for finding peace; therefore, we must rid ourselves of impure,           

negative, and evil thoughts, and replace them with pure thoughts.  When we have trouble finding 

pure things to think about, we can always think about ñJesus.ò   

Fifth, things that are lovely.  This is the only place in the New Testament where the word ñlovelyò is 

used, and it refers to lovable, endearing, good-natured, gracious, charming, and pleasing.  Ray   

Stevens sings a song called ñEverything Is Beautiful.ò  In the song he says, ñEverything is beautiful 

in its own way.ò I believe meditating on what is lovely, requires us to find the beauty in all things, all 

people, and all circumstances.    

Next are things of good report, virtue, and anything praiseworthy.  Used only here in the New      

Testament, the words ñof good reportò means ñcommendableò and the word ñvirtueò refers to ñmoral 

excellence.ò    In our world there is too much publicity on improper behavior, and not enough praise, 

gratitude, and recognition given to commendable and virtuous things.  Our world would be a lot    

better off if commendable and virtuous things received more publicity, praise, and recognition.  As 

Christians we are called to be people of good report, virtues, and praise.  So, on behalf of the Maple 

United Methodist Church, I want to ñTHANK YOUò for your good work, support, service, and             

faithfulness in Godôs ministry and for all the many prayers.  Because of you, we have plenty of things 

that are true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous, and praiseworthy.  When we meditate 

upon these things, we are helped in our times of difficulty, and strengthened and encouraged for the 

future.   

     

              

 

Message From Pastor Jeff Estes  

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Jeff Estes 



MAPLE ONE COUNCIL MEETING 
7/19/18 

ATTENDANCE:  Darryl Pannier, Frank Batchelor, Sue Batchelor, Lavonna Biddle, Richard Biddle, 
Linda Goodman, Ann Smith and Pastor Jeff Estes.  
Darryl Pannier called the meeting to order at 6:05   Pastor Jeff voiced the opening prayer.   Minutes 
from the previous meeting as published in the June newsletter were approved as written with Rich-
ard Biddle making the motion to accept.   
Linda Goodman seconded, and motion carried.   
LEARNING:  Pastor Jeff used the book, Rich Church, Poor Church, chapter two as the basis for our 
learning time. Discussion on what our mission was and how our activities are contributing to the mis-
sion of the church. Do our members know what the mission of the church is.  What is the #1 reason 
that people who do not know Christ are not coming to our church or any church.  We must take our 
mission out into the community.  Doing things for younger folks.  What could Jesus do or think about 
what we are doing.  It should not be what the church thinks about what we are doing.  It was con-
cluded that we need to revisit the mission of the church.  We will do that under New Business for the 
next meeting.  Our mission should be to take Christ to those who do not know Him.  We need to do 
hands on mission.  We also need more discipleship.   
VISIONING: PASTORôS REPORTðPastor Jeff reported that during Annual Conference it was re-
ported that there will be a General Conference to be held in St Louis February 2-9 to vote on pro-
posals made by the Council of Bishops.  There will also be a mission trip in February to Puerto Rico 
to help clean up from the hurricanes.  It is still a mess a year later.  Bishop Farr would like two peo-
ple from every church to go to Puerto Rico for this mission trip.  Pastor Jeff has indicated that he 
would like to go.  He has taken communion to some of our shut-ins.  He has done some funerals.  
The youth will be accompanying Sandy to the Salvation Army to volunteer on July 24

th
 from 10:30 to 

1:30. VBS has been moved to August 3-4.  Septemberôs Blessing baskets will go for Bible Sticks for 
soldiers which will allow them to hear the Bible. There will be a district meeting on September 9

th
 at 

Sikeston at 3:00 pm.   
CALENDAR:   See the calendars. Caleb will be off on August 31

st
.   

NOW: See NOW news in the August newsletter.  There will be a meeting on August 6
th
.    

OLD BUSINESS:  There was no old business.   
NEW BUSINESS: 1. Pastor Jeff indicated that due to Jesseôs current situation with seminary, Angela 
reported that she and the boys may be gone 6 to 8 times a year on Sunday.  We depend on volun-
teers to fill that church spot when she is out.  We need someone reliable to take her place and then 
they must be Safe Sanctuary Certified.  We are looking for volunteers.  2. Pastor Jeff also reported 
that there are several young people who are ready for confirmation class and he has bought the ma-
terials at Annual conference.  He will wait until school starts to get it started.  Sue B will provide a list 
of those who will be eligible.  3. Pastor Jeff also noted that we do not appear to appeal to families.  
We need to reach out to families that we know with smaller children.  We need to vision about at-
tracting younger families.  4.  Sue B brought up the fact that VBS had to be rescheduled due to a be-
reavement dinner.  She asked what we would do if we have a person with wedding and reception in 
the fellowship hall.  What would take priorit?.  Discussion continued. If it has been scheduled, then it 
is first come first serve.   
GENERAL INFORMATION FROM ONE COUNCIL: We cannot distinguish between member or 
non-member. Everyone must double check the calendar.  If there is something on the calen-
dar, then it will continue as scheduled.  Everyone who wants to use the fellowship hall needs 
to check the calendar before setting dates for any activity.  We will work on a first come first 
serve basis.  
REPORTING: Trustee reportðFollow-up on sanctuary heating and cooling: Lynn Morton will finish 
the job totally $2900.00 by this next week.  Lynn had to replace a condenser on the other air condi-
tioner on 6/16/18 for $2400 which has been paid. We have not received the bill for the other since it 
is still not completed.  Richard reported that another tree fell on the property and Frank, Richard B 
and Pat Williams took care of it.  The refrigerator also went out last week.  It took three trips for the 
service man to finally fix it.  We were only charged for the first trip and the work done.  The pastor 
noted that of the 4 parking lot lights we have only one works.  Richard will check into fixing those.  
Frank indicated that someone was willing to donate a scissor lift to aid in fixing those lights.  Richard 
also noted that there was a heater that had a problem next to the furnace room upstairs and they fi-
nally disabled it as it was running all the time. 
PPR:  Caleb will be off on August 31

st
.   

 
Linda made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Richard Biddle seconded.  Meeting adjourned.   
The next meeting will be September 20th at 6:00 pm.   
 

Sue Batchelor 

Recording Secretary  



The calendar has finally shows that it is Summer (even though it feels like we have been in          
Here it is and summer is almost gone and schools are getting ready to start and football 
teams are starting practice.  Where does the time go!!!   Check out dates you need for your 
calendar.   
ADDITIONAL DATES IN CHURCH LIFE:  
FISH FRYð September 28th, 2018; November 30th, 2018; January 25, 2019; March 
29, 2019; May 31, 2019; July 26, 2019; September 27, 2019 and November 22, 2019.  
 Fifth Sunday Dinners:  September 30, 2018; December 30, 2018   
HOPE SEEDS: 10:30 to 1:30--3rd Tuesday of each month.  No Hope Seeds in July and 

August. Upcoming dates:  9/18/18, 10/16/18, 11/20/18, 12/18/18      
Dave Schaffnerð9/30/18; 12/30/18.   5th Sunday service at Chateau Girardeau at 2 oôclock   
VBSðHero Central-the SequelðAugust 3-4  
Youth Sunday ServiceðAugust 5.  
August next Redhawk Food Pantry collection month/blessings basket.  
September blessings basketðMilitary Bible Sticks for soldiers  
 October will be blessings basket for Christmas shoeboxes shipping fees  and collection of items for shoeboxes.  
August 25ðPuerto Rico Mission Trip donation yard saleð8 to 12.   
November-blessings basket for Feed My Starving Children.  
November 18ðChurchwide Thanksgiving meal.   
Christmas Parade 11/25  
December Blessings basketðPuerto Rico mission trip.   
Hanging of the Greens Sunday is 12/2ð1ST Sunday in Advent 
Christmas is on Tuesday.    
 
NURTURE: Prayer group is still meeting on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 for an hour.   It is an important ministry of 
the church.  We started a new book on June 26th entitled, Exploring Prayer by Sue Mayfield.  For the next month, 
please pray for our church and congregation:  
 

 I am grateful to You, Lord Jesus Christ, that you have established Your church on earth, where You bless me with 
love and mercy in the Word and the Sacraments.  I am grateful that Your Word is proclaimed in our congregation in 
truth and purity.  May the Holy Spirit fill the members of the Maple Church congregation that it may be said of us 
ñthey devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  Help 
me to do my part to keep it so for my own spiritual good.  Use Maple Church for the building of Your kingdom on 
earth.  Make Maple Church a power for good in your community, and bless our efforts to bring Your saving Gospel 
to the unchurched, to the glory of your name.   Hear my prayer, O God.  Amen.  
  
GROUP STUDY: Pastor Jeff will be conducting a 5-week study called THE DUST OF THE RABBI.   It will run from 
8/2 to 8/30.  It does not require a book.   
 
MAPLE KIDS MINISTRY:  Since VBS had to be postponed, there will not be a report until next month on how it 
went.   
 

A trip to Elephant Rock is being planned for sometime in the early fallðprobably in October for the Maple Kids and 
others who just want to come.  It will be a car pool type event.  If you are interested please let us know.  
   
OUTREACH:  We are continuing with the Fish Pantry, Shoeman Ministry, and Shawl ministry.  Hope Seeds contin-
ues as well. If you are interested in helping to plan the things that Maple is involved in, please attend the next 
meeting, 8/6/18, tell Sue Batchelor, or put it on the registration slip on the bulletin.   It will get to the right people.   
  
The FISH pantry count is not available at this time.  We do have a need for someone to take the Fish pantry 
collection to the facility next to Ford and Sons on Sprigg every month.  The food needs to be delivered 
from 9-12 am on Monday, Wednesday or Friday.  Please contact Sue Batchelor or Pastor Jeff if you are 
able to take on this once a month task  
 

The Blessings basket for July went to purchase school supplies for Central Middle School.  $400.50 was collected 
to purchase these supplies.  See next month for tabulation of what was given and purchases.   Thank you!  Maple 
Church.   
 

Pastor Jeff is looking for someone who would like to go on the mission trip to Puerto Rico with him in February.  
Hurricane season will be over by a couple of months.  Talk with him about this trip if you are interested.  Our 
church is supposed to send 2 persons.   
 

We are having a yard sale on August 25 to fund part of this project.  We will be utilizing the ñyellow roomò on Au-
gust 5 through August 24th for you to bring your sale items.  We are not marking anything but we are asking for do-
nations to fund the mission trip.  Please contribute to this.  We will also be working on August 23 and August 24th to 
put out the items.  Talk with Sue Batchelor or Linda Goodman if you have questions.   
 
WITNESS: Please remember to visit your adopted shut-in and remember to tell the pastor about your visit 
We will continue with the Maple Shoppe.   Candies and cookies sell pretty good.  Think about contributing again in 
July.  We need your help. 
 

Blessings Maple Church and congregation!   
  
A further editorial remark: We need everyone to participate when an activity is sponsored by the church. We need 
you to be there to support the mission and ministry of our church and church family. We have folks putting in a lot 
of energy and effort to organize these events, and when you come and help, you not only make Maple Church look 
good, but you are uplifting to the organizers as well. We know that no one can make every event, but if everyone 
could come to at least half of them, it will be an enormous help to the future of our church family. We need you at 
the Youth events, and we need you at the Fish Frys. Please be in prayer about helping us at as many events as 
you can. Thank you! 



MENôS CLUB BREAKFAST 
 

Next Meeting on August 11th at 7:30 AM. 

 

SUNDAY  

DATE SERVICE SMALL GROUPS 

7-1 65 22 

7-8 57 27 

7-15 51 27 

7-22 47 21 

7-29 62 10 

WIRED WEDNESDAY  

DATE ATTENDANCE 

7-11 20 

7-18 30 

7-25 32 

 

          WIRED WEDNESDAY 

Your presence is requested for Dinner and 

Wired Wednesday Worship! Dinner begins 

at 6:00 PM. Worship begins at 7:00 PM. 

This worship is laity led. It will be a                 

wonderful time for fellowship and mini            

midweek worship!!! 

Verna Bingenheimer 

Eleanor Brown 

Frank & 

Jeanne Crites 

Atlee Fulbright 

Joy Grace 

Mildred Miget 

Glema Milligan 

Andy & Carol Mouser 

 

Mary Pannier 

Wilma Seabaugh 

Paula Smith 

Howard Thomas 

Adele Townsend 

Pat Uptain 

Wanda Williamson 

Nelda Crader 

 



 BIRTHDAYS 
Sept. 5  Lynn Morton 
Sept. 6  Frank Batchelor 
Sept. 10  Wilton Lee Ervin 
Sept. 11  Jo Ann Ward 
Sept. 12  Jerry Welch 
Sept. 14  Angie Andrews 
Sept. 16  Jane Stuart 
Sept. 17  Jan Roth 
Sept. 18  Howard Thomas 
Sept. 18  Sue Crites 
Sept. 21  Emily Suzanne Marberry 
Sept. 22  Aaron Andrews 
Sept. 23  Frank Criddle 
Sept. 23  Angela Wren 
Sept. 23  Fisher Inman 
Sept. 24  Dean Whitesides 
Sept. 26  Randy Jordan 
Sept. 26  Brenda Puchbauer 
Sept. 27  Abigail Morton 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Sept. 7 Richie & Casey Rouggly 
Sept. 8 Aaron & Angie Andrews 
Sept. 18 Cameron & Susie Leggett 
Sept. 18 Alex & Mandy Niswonger 
Sept. 20 James & Linda Dedert 
Sept. 23 Paul & Jane Heuring 
Sept. 23 Tom & Reba Enderle 
  

USHERS  Terry Biddle & 
 Frances Brotherton 
 

WORSHIP  Sue Batchelor 
LEADER 

 

COMMUNION Gary & Jan Roth 
 
GREETERS Sam Conrad & ? 

FISH PANTRY  

2- 6oz. cans tuna, 1 box macaroni & 
cheese dinner, 1 can peas, 1 can fruit 

FISH PANTRY  

1 box pancake mix, 1 bottle syrup, 1 jar 
peanut butter, 1 jar jelly or jam, 1 box 

crackers, 1 can fruit 

BIRTHDAYS 
August 3  Dennis Kinkead 
August 4  Taylon Landewee 
August 5  Dave Puchbauer 
August 6  Julie Kinkead 
August 6  Brian Matysik 
August 6  Dave Schaffner 
August 7  Frank Crites 
August 7  Terrie Welch 
August 10  Joshua Campbell 
August 10  Carolyn Whitesides 
August 18  Flossie Leggett 
August 19  Adam Morton 
August 19  Darryl Pannier 
August 20  Paula Haas 
August 20  Robert Daugherty 
August 24  Jason Freeman 
August 25  Harriett George 
August 26  Ruby Morton 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
August 1  Tom & Flossie Leggett 
August 4  Josh &    
   Heather Campbell 
August 16  Dale & Mary Spell 
August 30  Ron & Julie Wilson 
  
  

USHERS  Sam Conrad &              
 Ruth Ellen Holdman 
 

WORSHIP  Alex Niswonger 
LEADER 

 

COMMUNION Ruth Ellen Holdman 
 
GREETERS Richard & Terry Biddle 
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Rev. Jeff Estes  

Cell phone: 573 -208-3835 

Parsonage phone: 573 -803-1166 

E-mail: pastorjeffestes@aol.com  

Church Contact  

Church phone: 573 -335-6890 

Church E -mail: umcmaple@yahoo.com  

Church Website: maplechurch.org  

Worship Times  

Small Groups (Sunday): 9:00 AM  

Sunday Worship: 10:15 AM  

Wired Wednesday Meal & Worship: 6:00 PM  


