Message From Pastor Jeff Estes
Blessings from Maple UMC,
Summer has come to an end, and autumn is officially here. This fall,
Maple will be taking a trip to Elephant Rocks on October 20th and
everyone is invited. The leaves should be turning colors and it
should make for a beautiful trip. In the meantime, we should be praying for good
weather and a good turnout.
According to June 6-8 Gallup Poll, autumn is the second favorite season of the year
with 27% of the people preferring it over the other three seasons. Spring comes in
first, summer third, and winter last, but all the seasons have a time and purpose. Solomon reminds us of this in Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “There is a time for everything, and
a season for every activity under the heavens”, and the writer goes on to say in verse
11, “God has made everything beautiful in its time.” (NIV)
Speaking of autumn, fall is a time of change and transition. In the fall, the days grow
shorter, and the weather becomes cooler. As the days shorten and the weather cools,
the chlorophyll in the leaves begin to break down, causing the leaves to stop their
food-making process, this causes the green color to disappear and allows the yellow
and orange colors to appear. In the fall, when the conditions are right, the fall colors
adorning the trees make some beautiful sights. In the autumn, change and transition
are the cause of the beauty we see and experience.
Just like autumn is a season of change and transition, “life” also has its different seasons with times of change and transition. However, we often do not embrace life’s
seasons, changes, and transitions as easily as we embrace autumn. So, what is the
difference between change and transition? The difference between change and transition is subtle, but important. Change is something that happens to people, even if
they don’t agree with it. Transition, on the other hand, is internal: and it’s what happens in people’s minds and spirits as they go through change. Change can happen
very quickly, while transition usually occurs more slowly.
In our lives, change is going to happen, and we will have to transition as change takes
place. Some change is easier than others, and so is the transition. But, change is not
always easy or good, and when change is not easy or good, neither is the transition.
Although change comes in many forms, what matters most is, how we transition when
we encounter change. When we transition well, I believe we can shine like the brilliant colors of fall. Just like the leaves adorn the trees in the fall, being able to transition well causes us to glorify our heavenly Father.

Blessings,

Pastor Jeff Estes

ONE CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
9/20/18
ATTENDANCE: Darryl Pannier, Frank Batchelor, Sue Batchelor, Alex Niswonger, Lavonna Biddle, Richard Biddle,
Terry Biddle, Linda Goodman, Judy Reilly, Shirley Holland and Pastor Jeff Estes.
Darryl Pannier called the meeting to order at 6:04 Pastor Jeff voiced the opening prayer. Minutes from the previous meeting as published in the August newsletter were approved as written with Ruth Ellen making the motion to
accept; Lavonna
seconded, and motion carried.
LEARNING: Pastor Jeff used the book, Rich Church, Poor Church, chapter three as the basis for our learning
time. The chapter was entitled who is leading. The “rich” church understands how to create compelling communication with its donors. The “poor” church bombards its people with facts that generally move no one. People are a
part of a church because they want to be a part of God’s work and God’s plan. When people understand that the
call is from God and that they are being asked to be part of his work, they will commit. In the “rich” church communication begins with God is call us to or in my time of prayer I have felt that God wants more us than he is getting.
What people want to know is whether it is about God or not (projects) When they understand and believe that it is
about God, it becomes compelling communication. The “rich” church constantly holds out a vision about what is
doing and is going to do. The “poor” church seems to have no further vision then the end of the day. Their vision
is to pay a bill or get through another Sunday. Pastor Jeff talked about Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 13). They
saw the big picture and the other 10 did not. Clara was brought up with having a positive attitude toward what she
sis trying to accomplish with the Maple Shoppe. Pastor Jeff noted that all of us can be a Joshua and Caleb. We
can all be more encouraging of everyone else. We need to look for the Good News or the positive in things. The
leaders need to cast a vision for God. Leaders need to inspire others. Do not focus on the negative.
VISIONING: PASTOR’S REPORT—Pastor Jeff reported we have a successful VBS and youth Sunday although
we did not have as many participants. The study entitled Dust of the Rabbi has been completed. He has visited or
tried to visit all the shut ins and did several hospital visits.
CALENDAR: See the calendars.
NOW: See NOW news in the October newsletter. There will be a meeting on November 6th for NOW at 6:00 pm.
OLD BUSINESS:
Fellowship Hall reservations: It is first come and first served. Church events are even on a 1st come 1st serve basis. We cannot distinguish between member or non-member. Everyone must double check the calendar. If
there is something on the calendar, then it will continue as scheduled. Everyone who wants to use the fellowship hall needs to check the calendar before setting dates for any activity. We will work on a first come
first serve basis.
Continued discussion on bringing in families into the church: Pastor Jeff reported that Brian and Heather Holdman
have agreed to have a Youth Group once a month. More information to come on that.
People coming in to evaluate our service: It was suggested that if a member has a visitor come to church with
them, that they send an evaluation of the service to our church—what they liked and did not like.
Confirmation: Pastor Jeff wants to open the confirmation classes to adults as well as kids that are 12 and older.
There will be a signup list on the Welcome table for both kids and adults to sign up for the class.
NEW BUSINESS:
Mission Statement: Question is “does our mission statement say what we as a church want to accomplish.” Several examples were put forth: Church with servant’s heart bring Christ to others. Bringing people to Christ by being
God’s servants. We will be discussing a final statement again at our next meeting.
Insurance and Safe Sanctuary: Frank Batchelor has been in receipt of email from insurance company concerning
our Safe Sanctuary policy. He handed out a copy of our current policy. He has received some conflicting statements about what we need. He will contact the Safe Sanctuary person at conference. He will also contact the
ODACs office and the Sheriff’s office. He noted that we needed to have a state background check on ALL staff
and anyone who volunteers with youth. We need to come up with a policy and a way to pay for the background
checks. We are to read the policy and be ready to discuss with the information Frank will obtain before the next
meeting.
Alex Niswonger is a den leader for his son’s Cub Scout den. He would like to use the fellowship hall as a place to
meet on a Monday or Tuesday night for an hour or an hour and a half. Discussion continued. It was decided to
table until additional information can be obtained from the church insurance.
REPORTING: PPR must have forms into the district by November 1st. They have not all been received. The minimum salary for Pastor Jeff has been raised from 37996 to 38584. We will have to have a PPR session to approve
and complete the forms. This will be at our next meeting.
Trustee report—Several have been working on the sidewalk at the base of the driveway and in the back yard at the
parsonage. Four loads of dirt have been hauled in and spread. The back yard has been seeded and straw spread.
Rodger Mouser will help with the cement.
Finance: Ruth Ellen reported that our conference apportionments have decreased by $415 for 2019. They will be
$14668. District will be $1311. Given current financial situation, Terry made a motion to move $2000 from the fish
fry fund to the general fund. Judy made the second. Motion carried. Ruth Ellen suggested that we move 83.70
from the Trivia Fund to the General fund.
We will be completing several forms at out next meeting.
Frank Batchelor provided copies of the current financial report. See attached.
Terry made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Ruth Ellen seconded. Meeting adjourned.
The next meeting will be October 25 at 6:00 pm due to having to complete reports for Charge Conference and submit on time to the district.
Submitted Respectfully,

Sue Batchelor
Recording Secretary

Here it is the end of September and fall has begun and Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas
are just around the corner. How time flies!
Please check out dates you need for your calendar.
ADDITIONAL DATES IN CHURCH LIFE:
FISH FRY—November 30th, 2018; January 25, 2019; March 29, 2019; May 31, 2019; July
26, 2019; September 27, 2019 and November 22, 2019.
Fifth Sunday Dinners: December 30, 2018
HOPE SEEDS: 10:30 to 1:30--3rd Tuesday of each month. No Hope Seeds in July and August. Upcoming dates: 10/16/18, 11/20/18, 12/18/18
Dave Schaffner—9/30/18; 12/30/18. 5th Sunday service at Chateau Girardeau at 2 o’clock
October will be blessings basket for Christmas shoeboxes shipping fees and collection of items for shoeboxes.
October 20th is the trip to Elephant Rock for our Maple Kids however it is open to everyone. We will be carpooling.
November 3 at 9:
pack shoeboxes in the fellowship hall.
November-blessings basket for Feed My Starving Children.
Angel Tree adoptions (15) will be ready by middle of November.
November 18—Churchwide Thanksgiving meal.
November 18 at 2:00 Charge Conference at New McKendree.
Christmas Parade 11/25
December Blessings basket—Puerto Rico mission trip.
Hanging of the Greens Sunday is 12/2—1ST Sunday in Advent
Church Christmas Program is December 16th during the church service.
Christmas is on Tuesday.
NURTURE: We have a “new” addition to our small group teaching staff. The Loyal Aiders have Frank Batchelor to lead
their Adult studies. They would welcome all to their class. They are studying Genesis at this time.
Prayer group is still meeting on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 for an hour. It is an important ministry of the church. We
started a new book on June 26th entitled, Exploring Prayer by Sue Mayfield. For the next month, please pray for Maple:
I am grateful to You, Lord Jesus Christ, that you have established Your church on earth, where You bless me with love
and mercy in the Word and the Sacraments. I am grateful that Your Word is proclaimed in our congregation in truth and
purity. May the Holy Spirit fill the members of the Maple Church congregation that it may be said of us “they devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Help me to do my part to
keep it so for my own spiritual good. Use Maple Church for the building of Your kingdom on earth. Make Maple Church
a power for good in your community, and bless our efforts to bring Your saving Gospel to the unchurched, to the glory of
your name. Hear my prayer, O God. Amen.
GROUP STUDY: The Monday Night Ladies Study is continuing at 6:00 pm in the “cake room” in the fellowship hall. We
will be studying a Liz Higgs book entitled: 31 PROVERBS TO LIGHT YOUR PATH. This book seems to be speaking to
all of us.
MAPLE KIDS MINISTRY: A trip to Elephant Rock is being planned October 20th for the Maple Kids and others who just
want to come. It will be a car pool type event. If you are interested, please sign up at the Welcome Table. Also check
what kind of sandwiches you will want. The caravan will be leaving at 9:00 from the fellowship hall parking lot.
The Maple Kids Christmas program will be during church service on December 16th. We have new costumes. We would
like all our Maple Kids to participate.
OUTREACH: Fish Pantry total for last month was 32 items for the last two weeks of August. It has not been taken yet
for September! No count currently for the Shoeman Ministry. We have several prayer shawls in the Children’s church
room should you need one for someone. Hope Seeds continues as well. We packed an all time high in September
AND WE EMPTIED THE BUCKET. That was the first time we emptied the bucket!!! We packed 2580 packets of seeds!!!
We also have a count for the Military Sticks. We collected $791.25 which was matched by a source that the company
had and totaled 63 Bible Sticks. What an awesome way for us to spread the Gospel.
If you are interested in helping to plan the things that Maple is involved in, tell Sue Batchelor, or put it on the registration
slip on the bulletin. It will get to the right people. Our next meeting will be Tuesday 11/6 at 6:00 pm in the fellowship
hall.
Pastor Jeff is looking for someone who would like to go on the mission trip to Puerto Rico with him in February. Hurricane season will be over by a couple of months. Talk with him about this trip if you are interested. Our church is supposed to send 2 persons.
WITNESS:
Our 5th Sunday dinner will be on September 30th. The theme is the last fling of Summer and there will be an ice crème
social. Clara is in charge of the ice cream part. Please bring food for the pot luck and enjoy the last fling of summer. It
will be right after church. It would be a great time to invite someone to church!
Gavin and the whole Holdman family are in the charge of the Christmas float. This is the Sunday evening 11/25 at 5:00.
More details next month on what the rest of us need to do.
We are STILL planning to have a cookbook printed. We need 200+ recipes. Please bring your recipe with all ingredients, directions, your name and phone number and put it in the red basket on the round table in the foyer. If you want to
make it easier on yourself, you can email a Word document with your recipes on it to fands1991@charter.net . We no
longer have a deadline but the sooner we get the recipes the sooner we can start the finishing process.
Veterans Day is approaching as well. If you are a veteran, please turn your name into the office. We would like to honor
you. We will have an All Saints Day memorial service as well. If you have a family member who died in 2017 or 2018
that you want remembered during this service. We need your name and that person’s name and the date they died. We
have that information for those Maple members who died in 2018.
Please remember to visit your adopted shut-in and remember to tell the pastor about your visit.
We will continue with the Maple Shoppe at the November 30 Fish Fry. Candies and cookies sell pretty well. Think about
contributing again for November. Christmas items, candies, jellies, breads and cookies would be appreciated. We need
your help.
Blessings Maple Church and congregation!
A further editorial remark: We need everyone to participate when an activity is sponsored by the church. We need you to
be there to support the mission and ministry of our church and church family. We have folks putting in a lot of energy
and effort to organize these events, and when you come and help, you not only make Maple Church look good, but you
are uplifting to the organizers as well. We know that no one can make every event, but if everyone could come to at least
half of them, it will be an enormous help to the future of our church family. We need you at the Youth events, and we
need you at the Fish Frys. Please be in prayer about helping us at as many events as you can. Thank you!

MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST
8 Members present. Meeting called to order by Frank. Prayer offered by
Pastor Jeff. No minutes from previous meeting. Treasurer’s report presented and accepted.
OLD BUSINESS
Discussion on past Fish Fry. It was the biggest one yet. Next Fish & Chicken Fry will be Friday, 9-2818. Help is requested.
NEW BUSINESS
A discussion on Bible Sticks for Military Personnel. Al receipts from the Blessing’s Basket this month
goes to this cause. Motion was made for the Men’s Club to make a donation to this cause. Motion
seconded & carried.
No further business. Meeting adjourned.

Sam Conrad
Recording Secretary
Thanks to help for a great breakfast. There is an open invitation to all men in the congregation to attend. We would appreciate you presence at this meeting.
Next Meeting on October 13 at 7:30 AM.

WIRED WEDNESDAY
Your presence is requested for Dinner and Wired Wednesday Worship! Dinner begins
at 6:00 PM. Worship begins at 7:00 PM. This worship is laity led. It will be a
wonderful time for fellowship and mini midweek worship!!!

Verna Bingenheimer
Eleanor Brown
Frank &
Jeanne Crites
Atlee Fulbright
Joy Grace
Mildred Miget
Andy & Carol Mouser

Mary Pannier
Wilma Seabaugh
Paula Smith
Howard Thomas
Adele Townsend
Pat Uptain
Wanda Williamson
Nelda Crader

BIRTHDAYS
Oct. 1
Angie Batchelor (Matt’s wife)
Oct. 2
Corey Main
Oct. 2
Savannah Matysik
Oct. 3
Barbara Weatherly
Oct. 4
Haley Albright
Oct. 4
Cullen Freeman
Oct. 5
Atlee Fullbright
Oct. 7
Shelby Freeman
Oct. 8
Angie Batchelor
Oct 8
Mike Engelmann
Oct. 10
Juanita Cook
Oct. 11
Adele Townsend
Oct. 12
Gavin Holdman
Oct. 12
Paula Smith
Oct. 24
Ellen Pannier
Oct. 27
Deborah Clifton
Oct. 27
Mary Spell
Oct. 27
Pat (Miller) Williams
Oct. 28
Tom Leggett
Oct. 30
Sam Conrad
Oct. 30
Peyton Ford
Oct. 31
Sharon Scholl
Oct. 31
Kerrie Middleton
ANNIVERSARIES
Oct. 16
Jim & Christine Gunnin
Oct 18
Mike & Clara Engelmann
Oct. 28
Robert & Susan Welker
USHERS Sue Batchelor & Judy Reilly
WORSHIP
LEADER

Terry Biddle

COMMUNION

Judy Reilly &
Jane Schnurbusch

GREETERS

Frances Brotherton &
Ann Smith

BIRTHDAYS
Nov. 1
Nov. 1
Nov. 3
Nov. 8
Nov. 9
Nov. 9
Nov. 13
Nov. 14
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Nov. 20
Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 23
Nov. 24
Nov. 24
Nov 27
Nov. 28

Lisa Pieper
Robert Welker
Kody Dowdy
Johnny Guffey
Heather Graham
Corbin Matysik
Lewis Ticer
Matthew Batchelor
Roselyn Conrad
Shirley Holland
Janis Ticer
David Worley
Lee Ann Norris
Matthew Wilson
Joy Grace
Phyllis Rhodes
Kaylee Landewee
Cameron Leggett

ANNIVERSARIES
Nov. 6
Buddy & Paulette Shockley
Nov. 17
Brian & Gina Matysik
Nov. 18
Kenneth & Diane Grayum
Nov. 19
Jake & Angela Wren
Nov. 26
Larry & Harriett George
Nov. 29
Jesse & Angela Dunavan
Nov. 30
Brian & Heather Holdman
USHERS Larry & Harriett George
WORSHIP
LEADER

Judy Reilly

COMMUNION

Frank & Sue Batchelor

GREETERS

Linda Goodman &
Judy Reilly

FISH PANTRY

FISH PANTRY

1 box stuffing mix, 1 can chicken broth, 1
can chicken, 1 can cranberry sauce, 1 can
sweet potatoes, 1 can green beans.

2 cans chili beans, 1-15oz. can tomato
sauce, 1 package chili seasoning, 1 can
fruit, 1 box crackers
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Rev. Jeff Estes
Cell phone: 573-208-3835

Worship Times
Small Groups (Sunday): 9:00 AM
Wired Wednesday Meal & Worship: 6:00 PM

E-mail: pastorjeffestes@aol.com

Sunday Worship: 10:15 AM

Parsonage phone: 573-803-1166
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Church Contact
Church phone: 573-335-6890
Church E-mail: umcmaple@yahoo.com
Church Website: maplechurch.org

