Message From Pastor Jeff Estes
Dear Friends and Family of Maple,
Thank you for all you do as a part of our Maple United Methodist
Church family and Jesus’ universal church. Your prayers, presence,
and support help to build up the community of faith and share the
love of Jesus to a world in need. This November, we pray that you will have peace,
joy, and hope throughout the month.
In “Tony Evan’s Book of Illustrations” Tony writes,
“We all know people who are living unproductive lives. Our society is filled with
people who offer no productivity to the well-being of themselves, their family,
their jobs, or society in general. They are just hanging on. A leech sucks blood
from his host. It takes nutrients without leaving its host anything beneficial in
return. Similar to leeches, unproductive people take, but do not give. One of the
ways God will bless you is by making your life productive. He will enable you to
do more with your life than exist. He will enable you to make a life that is worth
something.”
Thank God, Maple is NOT a church of leeches! God has blessed the Maple Church
with some of the most generous, hardworking, and dedicated people that I have ever
met. They live productive lives, give generously of their time, money, and service, and
produce blessings for themselves and others.
Thanks to YOU, and people like you, November will be another month of blessings, as
we:
Present an All Saints and Veterans Service.
Pack Christmas Shoeboxes for underprivileged children in third world countries.
Pray weekly for our country, leaders, church, and those in need of healing.
Plan upcoming events for nurture, outreach, and witness.
Practice hospitality as we serve a churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner.
Package seeds to send to starving people so they can grow their own crops and
become self-sufficient.
Praise and worship God in two weekly church services.
Prepare fish for food, fellowship, and financial support.
These November activities are made possible because of your dedication, hard work,
prayers, and support. Because of you, others will be blessed, and you will receive
blessings; because Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts
20:35).
I want to “Thank you” from the bottom of my heart for your faithfulness and hard work.
Words cannot express my appreciation, thankfulness, and love for you all! May Jesus
richly bless you in all you do.

Blessings,

Pastor Jeff Estes

ONE CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
10/25/18
ATTENDANCE: Darryl Pannier, Frank Batchelor, Sue Batchelor, Lavonna Biddle, Richard Biddle, Terry Biddle,
Ruth Ellen Holdman, Judy Reilly, Ann Smith, Katie Estes and Pastor Jeff Estes.
Darryl Pannier called the meeting to order at 6:02. Pastor Jeff voiced the opening prayer. Minutes from the previous meeting as published in the August newsletter were corrected with additional information about the $87.30 in
the Trivia fund and motion by Sue Batchelor. Ruth Ellen made the motion to accept the corrected minutes and
Richard Biddle seconded and motion carried.
LEARNING: There was no learning time at this meeting due to the amount of business to be conducted secondary
to upcoming charge conference.
VISIONING: PASTOR’S REPORT—Pastor Jeff did not make a pastor’s report at this meeting again secondary the
amount of business to done at this meeting.
CALENDAR: See the calendars. Corrections made to both November and December calendars.
NOW: Sue reported that those interested in packing shoeboxes will do so on Saturday November 3rd at 9:00 am.
There will be a meeting on November 6th for NOW at 6:00 pm.
OLD BUSINESS: Mission statement was again on the agenda. We had three that came up again. Judy Reilly
said that she had come up with another one to consider. “Spreading God’s love and grace through our gifts, actions and words.” After discussion, it was voted to adopt this as our mission statement. Ruth Ellen made the motion to accept this one over the other three with Terry Biddle seconding it. Motion carried.
Insurance and Safe Sanctuary: Frank Batchelor reported on his investigation of our Safe Sanctuary policy. He noted that we needed to have a state background check on ALL staff and anyone who volunteers with youth at a cost
of $45. First, we had to appoint or elect an LCA (local church associate) that will be the only one to view the results of the background checks. The LCA is the only one to give an okay for individuals to become Safe Sanctuary
trained. The LCA must be listed as a conference safe sanctuary trained and associated by the conference to Maple Church. There are only two currently associated with Maple Church which are Alex and Pastor Jeff. The conference does not recommend the pastor due to amount of work he already has and that Methodist pastors are itinerant. Alex was appointed as he is currently the only lay person qualified. The policy will be discussed later.
Alex’s Cub Scout den was tabled until the next meeting as Alex was not in attendance.
NEW BUSINESS: Ruth Ellen presented the 2019 budget and each section was discussed. The pastor’s salary
was discussed. Terry Biddle made a motion that we give the pastor a 2.5% raise and Judy Reilly seconded it. Motion carried after figures on the total package were finalized. His total salary package is $62951 which is an increase of $962. Frank will put in the Power Church program. Terry made a motion to accept the total budget now
as presented and Judy seconded. Motion carried. We can amend and reapprove if the figures from insurance or
conference change. Pastor Jeff presented the local church officials that must be approved at the charge conference on November 18th. Ruth Ellen made a motion to accept as presented. Richard Biddle seconded, and motion
carried. LCA position for Alex was presented and Ruth Ellen made motion and Lavonna seconded. Motion carried. Sue Batchelor presented several questions about our current Safe Sanctuary Policy and one correction was
made in our previous policy. Sue is to check with the Safe Sanctuary conference person on one item. Ruth Ellen
made a motion to accept the Safe Sanctuary policy as written with the one correction. If the one question is not answered by conference as is understood currently. We will present again, amend and reapprove. District paperwork
for charge conference was presented by each chair that had a report and completed. Completed were the PPR/
Recommendation sheet, care of member report. In 2019 there will be a membership audit and those who do not
participate in this church at all will be contacted about their membership status. Sue B will contact the district to
ascertain the correct procedure. The district report on the pastor was completed and the Council felt he is headed
in the right direction for our church.
Katie Estes would like to form “Hospitality Committee” utilizing the Greeters already in place and others who would
like to help visitors feel welcome in the church. She would like to work with those on the team to encourage building relationships and connections so that our visitors feel welcomed and instantly feel part of our family. She will
ask people personally within the church to be party of the team she is willing to put together. Terry Biddle made
the motion to accept the proposal and Judy Reilly seconded. Motion carried.
REPORTING
Finance: Ruth Ellen noted that she had already presented the budget and that was the main business for the finance committee.
Trustee report—Richard reported the stones and drainage has been completed except for plants or rocks or mulch
next to the driveway. There are new soffits and trim on the west side of the building. Thanks to Frank Batchelor,
Tom Leggett, Cameron Leggett, and Richard Biddle. Bushes were trimmed, and a small tree removed. Grass is
growing in the parsonage backyard. Trustees is looking into replacing the light that is out in the lower lot which
with materials and the lift will be about $600. It is needed as the lot is dark and we have at least two winter time
Fish Fry’s which those outside the church come to as well as our regular night time things at the church. There is
one light out in the front as well. Some of the shrubs in the front door bed will be replanted somewhere else on the
property.
Treasurer’s report: Frank Batchelor provided copies of the current financial report. See attached. He asked that we
move $2800 from the Fish Fry fund to the general budget. Terry made the motion and Ruth Ellen seconded. Motion carried. Sue B suggested that the Thanksgiving letter go out November 2nd or 5th instead of the week before
Thanksgiving and the Christmas letter go out on 12/4 or 12/5 instead of the week before Christmas. Everyone
agreed. We will also have Christmas candles.
Ruth Ellen made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Richard seconded. Meeting adjourned.
The next scheduled meeting will be January 10, 2019 at 6:00 pm.
Submitted Respectfully,

Sue Batchelor
Recording Secretary

The leaves are turning shades of red, yellow and orange and God is creating a beautiful fall scene
for all of us to enjoy and to know that God is in charge. Busy times are ahead but take some time
to enjoy the blessings that God provides for you.
Please check out dates you need for your calendar.
ADDITIONAL DATES IN CHURCH LIFE:
FISH FRY—November 30th, 2018; January 25, 2019; March 29, 2019; May 31, 2019; July
26, 2019; September 27, 2019 and November 22, 2019.
Fifth Sunday Dinners: December 30, 2018; March 31, 2019; June 30, 2019; September 29,
2019; December 29, 2019
HOPE SEEDS: 10:30 to 1:30--3rd Tuesday of each month. No Hope Seeds in July and August. Upcoming dates:
11/20/18, 12/18/18, 1/18/19.
Dave Schaffner—5th Sunday service at Chateau Girardeau at 2 o’clock
12/30/18, March 31, 2019; June 30, 2019; September 29, 2019; December 29, 2019
November 6th at 6 pm. NOW meeting. Anyone is interested is invited.
November-blessings basket for Feed My Starving Children.
Angel Tree adoptions (15) will be ready by middle of November.
November 18—Churchwide Thanksgiving meal.
November 18 at 2:00 Charge Conference at New McKendree.
Christmas Parade 11/25
December Blessings basket—Puerto Rico mission trip.
Decorating the sanctuary: December 1st 10:00 am
Choir Christmas Special Music: December 2nd during worship service
Church Christmas Program is December 16th during the worship service.
Christmas is on Tuesday.
No Wired Wednesday on November 21st or December 26th
NURTURE: Prayer group is still meeting on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 for an hour. It is an important ministry of the
church. We are about to finish the book entitled, Exploring Prayer by Sue Mayfield. For the next month, please pray for
our schools:
Father in heaven, I thank You that so many of the Founding Fathers of our nation were so strong about the role of religion and morality in the shaping of our educational foundations. But we have moved so far away from that foundation
today that school prayer and Bible reading in classes and even the posting of the Ten Commandments in a school classroom have been ruled unconstitutional. And we are paying the price for the loss of morality in our young people’s lives.
Bring a revival of godliness and a movement of the Holy Spirit among those who can influence and change these harmful
policies. We ask you for a miracle. Amen.
MAPLE KIDS MINISTRY: We had a wonderful time at Elephant Rocks with the Maple Kids who were able to come.
There were 18 in attendance. The day was so perfect you knew only God could create that much beauty and fun.
The Maple Kids Christmas program will be during church service on December 16th. We have new costumes. We would
like all our Maple Kids to participate. The title of the program is THE CHRISTMAS NATIVITY. There are several speaking parts and singing familiar Christmas carols. Please encourage your child in learning the music. CDs will be available.
OUTREACH: We are still collecting for the FISH PANTRY and the SHOEMAN MINISTRY. No current counts on either
are available. We have several prayer shawls in the Children’s church room should you need one for someone. Hope
Seeds continues as well. WE EMPTIED THE BAG in October as well. We packed 2580 packets of seeds. In November we will again be collecting for Feed My Starving Children. We will be packing those packets on April 13 th which is the
day before Palm Sunday. Be ready to sign up.
If you are interested in helping to plan the things that Maple is involved in, tell Sue Batchelor, or put it on the registration
slip on the bulletin. It will get to the right people. Our next meeting will be Tuesday 11/6 at 6:00 pm in the fellowship
hall.
WITNESS: Gavin and the whole Holdman family are in the charge of the Christmas float. This is the Sunday evening
11/25 at 5:00. We need your leftover Halloween candy. We need wrapped pieces of candy. We will also accept Christmas candy.
We are STILL planning to have a cookbook printed. We still need about 100 recipes. Please bring your recipe with all
ingredients, directions, your name and phone number and put it in the red basket on the round table in the foyer. If you
want to make it easier on yourself, you can email a Word document with your recipes on it to fands1991@charter.net .
We no longer have a deadline but the sooner we get the recipes the sooner we can start the finishing process.
We will have an All Saints Day memorial service as well. If you have a family member who died in 2017 or 2018 that you
want remembered during this service. We need your name and that person’s name and the date they died. We have
that information for those Maple members who died in 2018.
Please remember to visit your adopted shut-in and remember to let the pastor know who your visit went.
We will continue with the Maple Shoppe at the November 30 Fish Fry. Candies and cookies sell pretty well. Think
about contributing again for November. Christmas items, candies, jellies, breads and cookies would be appreciated. We
need your help.
Blessings Maple Church and congregation!
A further editorial remark: We need everyone to participate when an activity is sponsored by the church. We need you to
be there to support the mission and ministry of our church and church family. We have folks putting in a lot of energy
and effort to organize these events, and when you come and help, you not only make Maple Church look good, but you
are uplifting to the organizers as well. We know that no one can make every event, but if everyone could come to at least
half of them, it will be an enormous help to the future of our church family. We need you at the Youth events, and we
need you at the Fish Frys. Please be in prayer about helping us at as many events as you can. Thank you!

MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST
Saturday, October 13, 2018
6 Members present. Meeting called to order by Frank. Prayer offered by
Rev. Schaffner. Minutes from last meeting read and approved. Treasurer’s report presented and
accepted.
NO OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Next Fish & Chicken Fry is Friday, November 30th, 2018. Help is requested.
Discussion of Future Expenditures.
No further business. Meeting adjourned.

Sam Conrad
Recording Secretary
A great breakfast enjoyed by all. Thanks to help. REMINDER: There is an open invitation to all men
in the congregation to attend. We would appreciate you presence at this meeting.
Next Meeting on November 10th at 7:30 AM.

WIRED WEDNESDAY
Your presence is requested for Dinner and Wired Wednesday Worship! Dinner begins
at 6:00 PM. Worship begins at 7:00 PM. This worship is laity led. It will be a
wonderful time for fellowship and mini midweek worship!!!

Thank you to Shirley Holland for the beautiful fall flower arrangements in
the foyer and on the altar. Thank you for sharing your talents for all to
enjoy during this beautiful season.

Verna Bingenheimer
Eleanor Brown
Frank &
Jeanne Crites
Atlee Fulbright
Joy Grace
Bob Lemons
Mildred Miget
Andy & Carol Mouser

Mary Pannier
Wilma Seabaugh
Paula Smith
Howard Thomas
Adele Townsend
Pat Uptain
Wanda Williamson
Nelda Crader

BIRTHDAYS
Nov. 1
Nov. 1
Nov. 3
Nov. 8
Nov. 9
Nov. 9
Nov. 13
Nov. 14
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Nov. 20
Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 23
Nov. 24
Nov. 24
Nov 27
Nov. 28

Lisa Pieper
Robert Welker
Kody Dowdy
Johnny Guffey
Heather Graham
Corbin Matysik
Lewis Ticer
Matthew Batchelor
Roselyn Conrad
Shirley Holland
Janis Ticer
David Worley
Lee Ann Norris
Matthew Wilson
Joy Grace
Phyllis Rhodes
Kaylee Landewee
Cameron Leggett

ANNIVERSARIES
Nov. 6
Buddy & Paulette Shockley
Nov. 17
Brian & Gina Matysik
Nov. 18
Kenneth & Diane Grayum
Nov. 19
Jake & Angela Wren
Nov. 26
Larry & Harriett George
Nov. 29
Jesse & Angela Dunavan
Nov. 30
Brian & Heather Holdman
USHERS Larry & Harriett George

BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 2
Dec. 4
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 7
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 10
Dec. 12
Dec. 12
Dec. 13
Dec. 13
Dec. 18
Dec. 19
Dec. 23
Dec. 23
Dec. 24
Dec. 24
Dec. 26
Dec. 29

Margie Ervin
Brian Holdman
Lora Jacobs
Lucas Batchelor
William Dace
Mandy Niswonger
Elizabeth Ervin
Jennifer Inman
Tom Enderle
Katie Estes
Robert Lemons
Jackie Morton
Justin Grayson
Jim Koen
Brenda Keene
Raelyn Inman
Emilee Keene
Laura Jean Morton
Rodney Durham
Brian Hite
Barbara Schaffner
Kathryn Scholl
Jason Leggett
Dodi Elledge

ANNIVERSARIES
Dec. 8
Dave & Barbara Schaffner
Dec. 17
Richard & Terry Biddle
Dec. 18
Danny & Roselyn Conrad
Dec. 19
Clint & Aimee Ticer
Dec. 26
Frank & Jeanne Crites
Dec. 31
Jesse & Patricia Williams

WORSHIP
LEADER

Judy Reilly

COMMUNION

Frank & Sue Batchelor

USHERS

Mike & Clara Engelmann

GREETERS

Linda Goodman &
Judy Reilly

WORSHIP
LEADER

Dave Schaffner

COMMUNION

Ruth Ellen Holdman

GREETERS

The Dunavans

FISH PANTRY
2 cans chili beans, 1-15oz. can tomato
sauce, 1 package chili seasoning, 1 can
fruit, 1 box crackers

FISH PANTRY
1 pound dry beans, 1 box corn muffin mix,
1 can beets, 1 can spinach, 2 cans fruit, 1
package cookies or cookie mix.
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Worship-10:15 AM

4 COMMUNION

SUNDAY

Wired Wednesday
6:00 PM
Choir Practice
7:30 PM

28

21

Wired Wednesday
6:00 PM
Choir Practice
7:30 PM

14

Wired Wednesday
6:00 PM
Choir Practice
7:30 PM

7

WEDNESDAY

NOVEMBER

29

THANKSGIVING
Office Closed

22

15

8

1

THURSDAY

Fish Fry
4-7 PM

30

Office
Closed

23

16

9

2

FRIDAY

24

17

Men's Club Breakfast 7:30 AM

10

Pack Shoeboxes
9:00 AM
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Small Group-9:00 AM
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Rev. Jeff Estes
Cell phone: 573-208-3835

Worship Times
Small Groups (Sunday): 9:00 AM
Wired Wednesday Meal & Worship: 6:00 PM

E-mail: pastorjeffestes@aol.com

Sunday Worship: 10:15 AM

Parsonage phone: 573-803-1166
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Church Contact
Church phone: 573-335-6890
Church E-mail: umcmaple@yahoo.com
Church Website: maplechurch.org

