Message From Pastor Jeff Estes
Friends and Family of Maple,
It is hard to believe another month has passed since our last newsletter, and I
hope February went well for you all. You have been in my thoughts and prayers
as we head into March. In March, we continue our Lenten journey towards the
cross and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
When it comes to death, death can seem so permanent to many. Since death seems so
permanent to them, we often live our lives as though there is nothing else. However, the
resurrection ensures us that there is life after death, and a greater life to be obtained in the life to
come.
When it comes to the resurrection, many people have trouble believing. I think this is
because we have not personally witnessed this for ourselves. However, Jesus’ resurrection is the
proof that He is the Son of God, there is a resurrection, and others will be resurrected later.
Although we did not actually witnessed Jesus’ resurrection, there is substantial proof of the
resurrection of Christ. The Bible and other resources confirm the resurrection, with over
five-hundred eye witnesses claiming to have seen the risen Jesus. The lives of the Apostles confirm
the resurrection with changed attitudes and courage that allowed them to put their lives on the line
and die for the cause, although their sacrifice brought them no personal wealth or glory. Jesus’
resurrection could have been easily disproved with the dead body of Jesus; however, the Roman
and Jewish leaders could not produce Jesus’ dead body. The evidence of Jesus’ resurrection was
so substantial to the people living at that time, that Christianity began to spread like wild fire.
Eventually even the world’s dating system would be influenced and revolved around Jesus’ birth,
indicating there was something special about Jesus.
Today there are many great signs for the resurrection. One of which is the changes that
takes place in the life of the believer. I have literally seen spiritually dead people come to life after
an encounter with Jesus Christ. I have seen sick people healed of incurable diseases. I have seen
broken people healed, and their brokenness turned into wholeness that allowed new ministries to
spring forth and bring new life to other broken people. I have not only seen miraculous events; I
have also experienced them for myself!
It is also fitting that the resurrection occurs in the spring because nature also witnesses to the
resurrection. Trees that have been dormant begin to produce new leaves. New grasses begin to
grow. Yards turn from brown to bright green. People plant dead seeds in their gardens, and before
long, green plants spring from those seeds and produce luscious fruit. Each spring, we witness little
but significant resurrections, reminding us that God is the Creator and Sustainer of all life.
We have many proofs to the resurrection: The Bible, eyewitnesses, changes in the Apostles
attitudes and commitment, rapid growth of Christianity, effects on the world dating systems, changes
in the life of the individual, acts of nature, and no corpse; all these things bear witness to the
resurrection. Paul tells us in Hebrews 12:1-2, “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” This year let us rejoice as we witness to
the resurrection, and experience new life springing forth!
Blessings,

Pastor Jeff Estes

We are already a couple of weeks into Lent. Again we are beginning with dates in
the life of the church. Check out dates you need for your calendar.
ADDITIONAL DATES IN CHURCH LIFE
FISH FRY—March 30th (Good Friday) 2018; May 25th, 2018; July 27th 2018;
September 28th, 2018; November 30th, 2018.
Fifth Sunday Dinners: April 29, 2018 (birthday dinner); July 29, 2018,
September 30, 2018; December 30, 2018
HOPE SEEDS: 10:30 to 1:30--3rd Tuesday of each month. Upcoming dates:
3/20/18, 4/17/18, 5/15/18, 6/19/18, ?7/17/18, ?8/21/18, 9/18/18, 10/16/18, 11/20/18, 12/18/18
Dave Schaffner—4/29/18; 7/29/18; 9/30/18; 12/30/18. 5th Sunday service at Chateau Girardeau at
2 o’clock
Palm Sunday 3/25; Maundy Thursday is 3/29; Easter is 4/1
Feed my Starving Children—April 21. Packing date.
Blessings basket for FMSC is March 2018 (this month).
April blessings basket will go to the conference offering.
Mother’s day is 5/13; Father’s day is 6/17
Memorial day is 5/28.
July is school supply month for Central Middle School/blessings basket.
August is the next Redhawk Food Pantry collection month/blessings basket.
October will be blessings basket for Christmas shoeboxes and collection of items for shoeboxes.
See lists on the Welcome table.
November is blessings basket for Feed My Starving Children.
November 18—Churchwide Thanksgiving meal.
Christmas Parade 11/25
Hanging of the Greens Sunday is 12/2—1ST Sunday in Advent. Christmas is on a Tuesday.
NURTURE: The Monday night study will begin on Monday March 12th at 6:00 PM. Pick up a book on
the Welcome Table. If there is not a book left, see Sue Batchelor so she can get you a book. The
study is called “31 Verses to Take to Your Heart” by Liz Curtis Higgs. It will last 6 weeks, and on the
7th week, we will have a celebration dinner. The pastor will have the next Study. More information to
follow on dates and type of study.
Prayer group is still meeting on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 for an hour. It is an important ministry of
the church. We are still using John Wesley as our guide. For the next month please pray our new
2018 prayer:
Heavenly Father, I want to pause and give you thanks for how you moved and worked in my life over
the past year. I know that you did so many things in my life where I failed to recognize it as your
hand working things out for my good. You are a good Father who has provided for me in the past,
and I know you’ll continue to in the future. I give you permission to continue to work out your good
and perfect plan in my life in the coming year.
For 2018, I’m asking that you awaken dreams I’ve let go of. Bring them back to life so you can fulfill
them this year. I pray that the seeds I’ve sown will bear much fruit in 2018. Show me where to
scatter seeds and teach me to water them with prayers from your Word. Rebuke the devourer in
Jesus’ name. Keep him away from all that you’ve given me and placed in my hand and multiply my
crops.
Help me to grow closer to you in 2018. I want to walk with you daily so that I know you more. Help
me to hear your voice more clearly and give me the courage to do what you say. I want to be known
an as a person who obeys you. Use me to accomplish your plan in this world and help me to love
others the way you want me to. I want my life to be a life that leads others to you rather than one that
pushes them away.
Grant my prayers this year like never before. Help me to delight myself in you. I pray that your hand
of favor and blessing would rest on my life so that I can be a blessing to others. Continue to heal the
hurts and wounds in my life and make me whole. Watch over me and those that I love. Block any
and all attacks from the enemy that would come against me and try to prevent what you want to do
in my life this year. I love you, Lord, and thank you in advance for all you’re going to do this year. In
Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.
MAPLE KIDS MINISTRY: Alex is coordinating a spring campout in early spring at Eagle Sky Camp
near Piedmont. We are anticipating a multi church campout with youth from other churches. If you
would like to help, please see Alex and talk with him about what you can do to help. More next
month.

EASTER EGG HUNT: This will be held on March 24th at 10:00 AM. If there is rain we will hold the
hunt inside the fellowship hall. There will be a tub in the foyer for you to put WRAPPED CANDY
which will fit in a small plastic egg. We have plenty of empty eggs, but we do need candy to fill them
with. We will also accept small Easter toys as well. The parents and grandparents will hide them
while we have a learning activity with the kids. We are going to put the activity on the marquee
outside to invite others from the surrounding area if they are interested. Let’s back those kids once
again. Thank you in advance.
OUTREACH: We filled the Redhawk’s Food Pantry “can” and it ran out over the floor. There were a
160 items, and the NOW committee is so proud of what you accomplished with all the bad weather
and illnesses we had. There was such a good variety and lots of peanut butter and jelly which we
were told goes really fast along with the crackers. We will be collecting again in August. Thank you
again members of Maple Church for coming through once again.
We are continuing with the Fish Pantry, Shoeman Ministry, and Shawl ministry. Fish Pantry 62;
Shoeman Ministry 38 pairs, and we will be dedicating 5 shawls in March prepared by Joann Ward
and Judy Criddle. Thank you ladies for your help . Hope Seeds continues as well. On 2/20, 13 of us
packed 1,710 packs of seeds. This will serve 171 families. If you are interested in helping to plan
the things that Maple is involved in, please attend the next meeting, tell Sue Batchelor, or put it on
the registration slip on the bulletin. It will get to the right people.
We will be collecting for Feed My Starving Children in the March Blessings basket. We have $644 in
the FMSC fund which includes all of the February receipts. We have made a $1,500 pledge to help
fund this project. We will need to collect $856 in the March blessings basket. We will also need to
workers for the April 21st date. It is a good day when we do this. It makes you feel very good about
the work that you do that day. There are jobs for school children on up to those who have to sit and
work.
The Blessings basket for April will go to the conference project. There will be more on that as soon
as that information is received as well as the collection of kits for Conference in May.
WITNESS: We will continue with the Maple Shoppe. Clara and Judy Reilly will be working on set up.
Please let one of them know if you plan to bring a craft. The next one will be on Good Friday and by
then Spring things will be needed. Candies and cookies sell pretty good. Think about contributing.
We have several people in the nursing home who would appreciate a visit. We know everyone is
busy but they have done their part when we were too small to do those things. If nothing else give
them a call. In fact, any one who sits around you in church or who did sit around you in church,
please call or text them and let them know that you have missed them.
We need everyone to get involved in our church and doing something for someone else. Our NEXT
NOW meeting is May 7th at 6:00 PM. We will be discussing and setting dates in July for our Super
Hero VBS. We are excited and hope the kids will be this year again. It is our understanding that
BATMAN will be here again. The lock-in for youth will be held a different Friday night.
Blessings on Maple Church and congregation!
A further editorial remark: We need everyone to participate when an activity is sponsored by the
church. We need you to be there to support the mission and ministry of our church and church
family. We have folks putting in a lot of energy and effort to organize these events, and when you
come and help, you not only make Maple Church look good, but you are uplifting to the organizers
as well. We know that no one can make every event, but if everyone could come to at least half of
them, it will be an enormous help to the future of our church family. We need you at the Youth
events, and we need you at the Fish Frys. Please be in prayer about helping us at as many events
as you can. Thank you!

Verna Bingenheimer
Eleanor Brown
Frank &
Jeanne Crites
Atlee Fulbright
Joy Grace
Mildred Miget
Glema Milligan

Andy & Carol Mouser
Mary Pannier
Wilma Seabaugh
Howard Thomas
Adele Townsend
Pat Uptain
Wanda Williamson
Nelda Crader

MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 10, 2018
6 Members Present
Meeting was called to order by Frank. Prayer was offered by Frank.
New Business
Tom reported that $1,500 is needed for the “Feed My Starving Children” fund. We
presently have $500 in this fund. $1,000 is needed. Discussion was held on
fundraising projects for this matter.
The next Fish and Chicken Fry will be on Friday, March 30th. Help is requested.
Discussion on Smoked Chicken and Pork Butts. Tentative date is the last week in
April.
Pastor Estes reported that outside lights were out on the South side of the building.
He received some complaints at the last Fish Fry. Lights on parking lot also out.
Discussion was held on ways to have these lights repaired.
No further business. Meeting adjourned.

Sam Conrad
Secretary
Remember: There is an open invitation to all men in the congregation to attend these
meetings for a good breakfast and Christian fellowship.
The next Men’s Club Meeting will take place on March 10th at 7:30 AM

WIRED WEDNESDAY
WIRED WEDNESDAY
DATE

ATTENDANCE

2-7

26

2-14

32

2-21

22

2-28

25

AVERAGE

≈26

Your presence is requested for Dinner and
Wired Wednesday Worship! Dinner begins
at 6:00 PM. Worship begins at 7:00 PM. This
worship is laity led. It will be a wonderful
time for fellowship and mini midweek
worship!!!

SUNDAY
DATE

SERVICE

SMALL GROUPS

2-4

58

24

2-18

64

20

2-25

60

22

AVERAGE

≈61

22

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Perfect Attendance
for February 2018
LOYAL AIDERS: Frances, Ann, & Dave
& Barbara S.
REJUVENATION: Frank B.
BIBLE MONKEYS: Sue B., Isaiah, & JJ
COOLEST HAMMERHEADS: Alex &
Jayden

BIRTHDAYS
March 1
March 1
March 2
March 3
March 7
March 7
March 8
March 9
March 10
March 14
March 16
March 19
March 20
March 20
March 22
March 23
March 23
March 24
March 29

Aimee Ticer
Ron Wilson
Hayley Morton
Jackson Batchelor
Linda Goodman
Diane Taylor
Beverly Ervin
Chelsea Pannier
Earl Rhodes
Carol Mouser
Chris Inman
Sue Pewitt
Wanda Williamson
Ryaan Biddle
Kenneth Grayum
Beverly Hagerty
Tom Taylor
Jim Garstang
Isaiah Dunavan

ANNIVERSARIES
March 30
Blaine & Jamie Morton
USHERS

Sam Conrad &
Ruth Ellen Holdman

WORSHIP
LEADER

Judy Reilly

COMMUNION

Frank & Sue Batchelor

GREETERS

Mike & Clara Engelmann

BIRTHDAYS
April 1
April 1
April 6
April 11
April 10
April 12
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 23
April 24
April 25
April 26
April 27
April 27
April 27

Jeanne Crites
Katie Yancey
Abigail Ervin
Tim Weatherly
Jeremiah Dunavan
Phyllis Garstang
Diane Grayum
Nicholas Campbell
John Reilly
Dee Jenkins
Iona Williams
Kegan Summers
Emma Dace
Robin Conrad
Lavonna Biddle
Julie Wilson
Zachary Marberry
Caleb Carter
Reyt Middleton
Susan Welker

ANNIVERSARIES
April 8
Bill & Charlotte Slinkard
April 20
Frank & Suzanne Batchelor
April 21
Paul & Karen Marberry
April 24
Matt & Angie Batchelor
April 27
Johnie & Brenda Keene
April 29
Jerry & Terrie Welch
USHERS

Sue Batchelor &
Judy Reilly

WORSHIP
LEADER

Terry Biddle

COMMUNION

Ruth Ellen Holdman

GREETERS

Leroy & Paulette
Shockley

FISH PANTRY

FISH PANTRY

1- 16oz. package spaghetti, 1 can
spaghetti sauce, 1 box instant pudding, 1
can evaporated milk, 1 box dry milk, 1 can
fruit

1 small box Au gratin Potatoes, 1 can
evaporated milk, 1 can corn,
1 can carrots, 1 can fruit, 2 boxes Jell-O

The Day Circle has an Easter tree displayed in the church foyer.
With each gift to the tree, we will placed a beaded cross on the
tree. Easter Sunday will be the last day for this.

COMMUNION
7

WED

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Hope Seeds-10:30 AM Worship-6:00 PM
Choir Practice-6:00 PM

27

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Choir Practice-6:00 PM Worship-6:00 PM
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

Women’s Bible
Study-6:00 PM

26

Women’s Bible
Study-6:00 PM

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM

25

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM
PALM SUNDAY

20

19

18

28

21

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Day Circle-2:00 PM
Worship-6:00 PM
Choir Practice-6:00 PM

Women’s Bible
Study-6:00 PM

14

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM
CHUCK CRAIN AT SERVICE

13

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Choir Practice-6:00 PM Worship-6:00 PM

6

TUES

12

5

MON

11

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM

4

SUN

Maundy Thursday
Service-6:00 PM

29
MAUNDY
THURSDAY

22

One Church Council
Meeting 6:00 PM

15

8

1

THURS

Fish Fry 4-7 PM
GOOD FRIDAY

30

23

16

9

2

FRI

31

Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 AM

24

17

Men’s Club Breakfast
7:30 AM

10

3

SAT

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Day Circle-2:00 PM
Worship-6:00 PM
Choir Practice-6:00 PM

Women’s Bible
Study-6:00 PM

15

30

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM

29

Dave Schaffner 5th Sunday
Message at Chateau Girardeau
2:00 PM

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM
Fifth Sunday Dinner After
Church (Birthday Dinner)

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Choir Practice-6:00 PM Worship-6:00 PM
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

25

24

22

Women’s Bible
Study Celebration
Dinner-6:00 PM

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM

23

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Hope Seeds-10:30 AM Worship-6:00 PM
Choir Practice-6:00 PM

Women’s Bible
Study-6:00 PM

18

17

16

11

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM

10

9

4

Prayer Group-9:30 AM Wired Wednesday
Choir Practice-6:00 PM Worship-6:00 PM

3

WED

8

2

TUES

Women’s Bible
Study-6:00 PM

COMMUNION

MON

Small Group-9:00 AM
Worship Service-10:15 AM
EASTER SUNDAY

1

SUN

26

19

12

5

THURS

27

20

13

6

FRI

28

21

Men’s Club Breakfast
7:30 AM

14

7

SAT

MARCH 2018

Rev. Jeff Estes
Cell phone: 573-208-3835

Worship Times
Small Groups (Sunday): 9:00 AM
Wired Wednesday Meal & Worship: 6:00 PM

E-mail: pastorjeffestes@aol.com

Sunday Worship: 10:15 AM

Parsonage phone: 573-803-1166

VOLUME 48, NUMBER 3

Church Contact
Church phone: 573-335-6890
Church E-mail: umcmaple@yahoo.com
Church Website: maplechurch.org

